
Landfill leachate 

 
Wastewater treatment of landfill leachate is a critical process to ensure that the leachate, which is a 
liquid that is generated as water percolates through landfilled waste, is properly treated and does not 
pose environmental risks when discharged or reused. Landfill leachate typically contains various 
contaminants, including organic matter, dissolved salts, heavy metals, and other pollutants, making its 
treatment challenging. Here's an overview of the wastewater treatment process for landfill leachate: 

1. Collection and Pre-treatment: Landfill leachate is first collected from the bottom of the landfill 
and transported to a leachate treatment facility. Before treatment begins, some basic pre-
treatment steps are often employed to remove large debris and coarse solids from the leachate. 

2. Equalization and pH Adjustment: Landfill leachate can exhibit significant fluctuations in flow rate 
and composition. Equalization tanks are used to balance the leachate flow and ensure a more 
consistent feed to the treatment process. pH adjustment is also carried out to bring the leachate 
to a pH range suitable for subsequent treatment steps. 

3. Physical and Chemical Treatment: The treatment of landfill leachate typically involves a 
combination of physical and chemical processes to remove suspended solids, organic matter, 
and heavy metals. Coagulation and flocculation processes may be used to aid in the settling of 
suspended solids, followed by sedimentation or dissolved air flotation (DAF) to separate these 
solids from the liquid phase. 

4. Biological Treatment: After physical and chemical treatment, the leachate may undergo 
biological treatment processes to further reduce organic contaminants. Aerobic and anaerobic 
biological treatment methods, such as activated sludge, sequencing batch reactors (SBR), or 
anaerobic digestion, can be employed to biodegrade organic matter. 

5. Advanced Treatment: Depending on the leachate's specific composition and regulatory 
requirements, advanced treatment processes may be necessary to address specific 
contaminants not adequately removed by conventional treatment methods. These processes 
can include advanced oxidation, membrane filtration, or adsorption using activated carbon. 

6. Disinfection: Once the leachate has undergone primary treatment, it may be disinfected to 
eliminate harmful pathogens and reduce the risk of waterborne diseases. Common disinfection 
methods include chlorination, ultraviolet (UV) disinfection, or ozonation. 

7. Effluent Disposal or Reuse: After treatment, the leachate effluent must meet regulatory 
standards before it can be discharged into water bodies or reused for non-potable purposes, 
such as irrigation or industrial processes. 

It's important to note that landfill leachate treatment is a complex and challenging process due to the 
variability in leachate composition and the presence of contaminants. Therefore, the treatment 
approach may vary based on the characteristics of the leachate, environmental regulations, and the 
treatment facility's capabilities. Proper and effective treatment is essential to protect the environment 
and public health from potential harmful impacts. 
 


